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DECORUM IN OUR MODERN 
THEATRES. 


To the Editor of the “ Theutrical Journal.” 


My dear Mr. Editor,—How changed is 
the licentiousness of the age of Charles the 
Second, and primary ones, in the decorum 
of the present day. 

In the existing position of some of our 
theatres, an audience now is, in petto, an 
audience; whereas, two centuries down- 
wards and back, the greater portion of an 
audience was but a mere group of Jezebels, 
with those attendant Tittlebats, (the fol- 
lowers of Mrs. Tagrag’s establishment), who 
are so amply charmed and caught—not 
with a hook, as is the general way of catch- 
ing fish with weak parts—but in a net, as it 
were, after the manner of catching cods, 
and full as plentiful. Many of our men at 
that time were geese of an ignoramus kind, 
who allowed themselves to be flap-dragoned 
and fleeced of all their feathers, so that they 
kept, in toto, the old adage, “ not a feather 
to fly with.” In the decorum of the present 
day, the flush-countenanced and the brazen- 
faced, in the dress circles of some of our 
theatres, is succeeded by the modest coun- 
tenances of virtuouss belles; and the cir- 
cumstance of whose aged sires and homely 
matrons accompanying them, is sufficient 
proof of their heeding no contamination 
by ill company from their recreative visit. 
In the establishment of this good work, 
Mr. Macready was the first ; and used the 
sythe of decorum in mowing the field of 
Covent Garden, in the execution of which 
he purged it even to a pristine health— 
abolishing the saloons and all persons de- 
corously disreputable. 








Mr. Webster, of the Haymarket, has, 
since Her Majesty's patronization of his 
little theatre, (familiarly called by that 
eccentric wit, Sam. Foote, when its man- 
ager, his “nutshell,” his ‘summer fly”), 
followed in the noble steps of the retired 
veteran ; and all brazen-faces of the weaker 
sex (no matter how costly apparalled) are 
excluded from the doors of his theatre, the 
result of which exclusion is, it is calculated, 
that Mr. Webster is minus no less a sum 
than several thousand pounds per annum ; 
independent of five-shilling payments, in 
round numbers, amounting to forty or fifty 
a night, from the species who used to flaunt 
nightly in the upper-boxes. Here is a 
sacrifice to morality, decorum, and the pro- 
pagation of good and virtuous company! 
Such regulations must be productive of a 
sincere gratification to all squeamish spin- 
sters, who may now fearlessly enter the 
theatre unheeded ; and it truly redounds to 
the honour of Mr. Webster, in such sort, 
that he is deserving the hearty and com- 
bined thanks of the public for the good 
which he strives to do and has done for 
them. 

Another point in favour of Mr. Webster 
is, he has long stood up as the champion of 
the legitimate drama; and let us hope he 
will still do so for many years to come with 
that prosperity and success which has so 
generally signalized his untiring efforts. 
He has, in abolishing the operatic perform- 
ance done a wise thing, for its existence 
could have been anything but productive to 
the treasury ; and his present future course, 
will, I trust, prove of more pecuniary ad- 
vantage than his late essay in the lyric 























































138 THEATRICA 


department. In Justice to Mr. Webster, 
the Haymarket may claim its visitors with 
any theatre in London. Here you can go 
and witness the extravagant and humourous 
drollery of Buckstone—who is never a 
buffoon but always the actor—to your per- 





fect delight ; as well as laugh with perfect 
good humour, till your sides ache, at the 
movement and dialogue of Keeley, These 
two comedians (I think) cannot be eclipsed 
by any now upon the London boards, 
although we must not forget Harley and 
Compton. But each of them have so ex- 
cellent @ style, entirely their own, that you 
are apt to stand like a child, who, surrounded 
by pretty ornaments, is making it a point 
of consideration which to choose out of the 
exquisites before him, 


But pardon me, I go astray from the 
subject, in the view of which I commenced 
this letter, There is another gentleman, 
who, as manager, has shown no less skill 
and ability than he has developed genius 
and talent of the first order as actor, I 
mean Mr. Charles Kean, (whose recovery 
from his late severe indisposition all true 
hearts must hail). Mr. Kean then has 
effected as thorough a reform in decourous 
morality at the Princess’s as Mr. Webster 
has done at the Haymarket, therefore go to 
the Haymarket and the Princess’s and be 
satisfied that you can witness nought either 
to disgust, discommode, or vex you, for if 
vice does by any means exist in those thea- 
tres it will be as a meeting of the heavenly 
bodies in the horizon—in an eclipse. And, 
Mr. Editor, much does it redound to the 
honour of these gentlemen who have been 
so resolute and instrumental (at their own 
infinite cost) in effecting such reforms for 
the fole convenience of their patrons. Thus 
may the youth of both sexes,the most vir- 
tuous, seek that healthful, instructive, civi- 
liszing and agreable amusementin witnessing 
the comb:ned talent and genius of artist, 
author, and actor, devoid parental fear of 
their inbibing any vicious excitement detri- 
mental to their well doing in life. In honour 
to the stage it has pleased Her Majesty to 
visit upon many occasions these two theatres, 
and royalty in the present day would not 
publicly patronize this class of entertainment 
if detrimental to its subjects. 

Messrs. Webster and Kean cannot for 
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; 
these small facts be too highly commended 
for their conduct. 
T am, Sir, 
Your most obedient servant, 
B. W. W. 


METROPOLITAN THEATRES. 


HER MAJESTY’S THEATRE. 


Beethoven’s grand opera of Fidelio was 
on Thursday last represented, for the first 
time this season, at this theatre, with Madlle. 
Sofie Cruvelli in the character of the faith- 
ful wife, as performed by her last season 
with decided success. Signor Calzolari 
took Mr. Sims Reeves’s part Pizarro; 
Susini, a new basso, succeeded Balanchi as 
Roeco, the gaoler; and Madlle. Feller was 
the representative of Marcellina, instead of 
Madame Giuliani. The performance of 
Madlle. Cruvelli proved that she has made 
a great advance in her art since she last 
sang on these boards. All the dramatic 
colour and musical expression which renders 
Fidelio unapproachable by artistes of mo- 
derate ability were truthfully reflected in 
her personation. Throughout the entire 
performance she sang with wonderful force 
and certainty, and never failed making any 
of the points she attempted. In the great 
scene of the opera she acquitted herself so 
admirably as to elicit the hearty and unaui- 
mous applause of the audience. Signor 
Calzolari sang with great sweetness and 
pathos. The ariin the prison scene was 
especially deserving of praise. Signor 
Belletti was, as usual, correct and intelligent 
in the character of Pizarro, and Signor 
Mercuriali did his devoirs competently in 
the little part of Jacquino. Signor Susini 
the new basso, has a sound and steady 
voice, of mellow quality, which he uses with 
considerable skill, He made a very favour- 
able impression on the audience by his 
correct style of vocalisation, as well as by 
his dramatic capabilities, in the part of 
Rocco. A portion of the opera of L’/taliana 
in Algieri, in which Madlle. Angri, with 
Calzolari, Ferranti, and Belletti sang, was 
given after Fidelio. Madlle. Rosati, who 
had been announced to dance in the new 
ballet of La Fete des Rosieres, was unable, 
through sudden indisposition, to appear ; 
the ballet of Un Baile de Candil was con- 
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sequently substituted, for Madlle. Guy 
Stephan. 


DRURY LANE. 


Opera at this house has proved successful 
up to the present time. Wallaces opera of 
Maritana was produced on Tuesday evening. 
The cast was sufficiently powerful to guar- 
antee an adequate performance ; the princi- 
pal characters being intrusted to Miss Louisa 
Pyne, Miss Rebeeca Isaacs, Mr. Harrison, 
Mr. Whitworth, and Mr. Toulmin. We 
have already spoken in high terms of the 
numerous admirable qualities which distin- 
guish Miss Pyne’s vocalization, and each 
fresh part brings out more prominently the 
beauty of her voice and the perfect method 
which controls it. In the character of 
Maritana, the music of which is so simple 
and yet so effective, all Miss Pyne’s best 
qualities were called forth, and created an 
impression which must add to the generally 
favourable opinion already entertained to- 
wards her. Mr. Harrison proved his popu- 
larity in the part of Don Czesar by the warm 
reception accorded him, and by the frequent 
applause bestowed upon his exertions, It 
would be an act of injustice were we not to 
offer a word of praise in favour of that pains- 
taking and meritorious artist, Miss Rebecca 
Isaacs, who, in the character of Zerlina, on 
Wendesday evening, convinced us how 
valuable an addition she is to the cause of 
native opera. Mr. Harrison was the Fra 
Diavolo, 


OLYMPIC, 


Mr. Henry Farren has returned from the 
country, and has been playing several parts 
in the ligitimate drama, and has been quite 
successful. The comedy of The School for 
Seandal, and the drama of the Vicar of 
Wakefield, in which Mr. Farren, Sen., 
played Sir Peter Teazle and Dr. Primrose, 
were represented during the week, The 
laughable burlesque of the Camberwell Bro- 
thers, with Compton’s ludicrous personation 
of the Mystic Milkman, continues highly 
attractive. Several new pieces are in re- 
hearsal of waich report speaks very favour- 
able of. 


PUNCH'S PLAYHOUSE, 


This theatre has passed from Mr, Cope- 
land into the hands of Mr. Reade, the 
tuthor of The Ladies Battle, originally 
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produced at the Olympic Theatre, and of 
The Village Tale, now being played at this 
house. We trust that he possesses the 
skill and energy to retrieve the sinking 
fortunes of this house, which at one period 
was, next to the Olympic, the most pros- 
perous of the metropolitan minors. We 
wish Mr. Reade every success in his enter- 
prise, which there is no doubt he will prose- 
cute with spirit and liberality. Several 
new engagement are about being made; 
nevertheless, the company as it is possesse 
very considerable talent. 
MARYLEBONE, 

Mr. Anderson has not proved a very 
great card here, the theatre being only in- 
differently filled, and the caste of characters 
by no means superble. State Secrets has 
been acted, and excited the customary 
amount of continuous laughter. 

QUEEN’S. 

The engagement of Mr. J. W. Wallack 
has not unfortunately equalled the expec- 
tations of the manager, a result which may 
to some extent be attributed to the extra- 
ordiiary assumption displayed upon the 
part of the actor. We regret that differ- 
ences of this description should occur, and 
cannot help feeling that actors who display 
such an undue amount of self esteem as the 
one we have just named do an infinate deal 
of mischief to the art to which they belong. 
This week the house has been well attended. 


STANDARD. 


A continued tide of success flows into 
this popular theatre, and ever varying at- 
traction appears to suit the eastern patrons 
of the dramatic art admirahly. Mr. John 
Douglass has re-appeared and was warmly 
welcomed, and the engagement of Mr. 
Rignold has likewise given very considerable 
satisfaction. Mr. Harry Carles announces 
his benefit for to-morrow night (Thursday), 
when great novelties are announced, includ- 
ing Wilks’s celebrated drama of The Wren 
Boys, in which Mrs. R, Honner appears. 





CORRESPONDENCE, 
THe AMATEUR PeRFOoRMANCE,—Mr. W. R. 
Cooper should have sent us his address. We 
should give the preference to a Club. If we 


take the characters separately, the pieces, 
with the prices attached to each part will be 
announced in the Journal, 
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We shall communicate with our correspondent 
in Charrington Street, Pancras, 

We cannot accept the ofler of B, M. and friends 
to play Calaynos. It is a piece not suited for 
amateurs at the Wells. In fact, we should 
object to the selection of any play only acted 
at that theatre. 

To some of those who ask what plays we should 
prefer, we suggest Love's Sacrifice, The Bri- 
dal, Two Gentlemen of Verona, Lore Chase, 
Wrecker’s Duughter, Woman’s Wit, &c. For 
afterpieces, Swiss Coftage, First Champagne, 
Gwynneth Vaughan, Eton Boy, Time Tries 
All, &e. 

C. G, Croox.—It being our nig't of publica- 
tion, we could not possibly attend—at any 
other period we will. 

B. W. W.—Is quite correct in his observations, 

Honesus AND FaiR Pihay.—We feel obliged 
by your complimentary remarks, To speak 
as we find is always our motto. We think 
there aie some really talented persons among 
the Western Dramatic Amateurs, and should 
certainly, if we had had less business on 
hand entered more fully into Mr, Lewis’s 
Sir Giles Overreach. Our strictures on por- 
tions of His First Champagne must meet the 
approbation of all those who can draw the 
line between wit and immorality. 

T. W.—Mr. St. Clair teaches elucution—likewise 
Mr, Gilbert, at the Soho—the terms are very 
reasonable. 

May Day, CuHIcHESTER.—We have not room 
this week. 

S. P. A.—The actor you name is related to the 
parties you mention, and was born in Long 
Acre, December 27, 1813. 

F. Parry.—lIf he will say where we can ad- 
dress a note, we will give him the particulars, 

C. B.—We shall look at the MS. 











The Theatrical Journal, 
OFFICE, 113, FLEET STREET, 








WEDNESDAY, MAY 5, 1852, 





THE DRAMA. 

It is a very easy matter to find fault. 
Spots may be seen in the sun, and spots 
may be discovered in the drama. But he 
is not wise who is ready to destroy a good 
thing, because it has marks upon its disk. 
Nevertheless, their are many whose minds 


are so circumscribed in their vision, that 
they can only see the spots. Bright and 
| glorious may be the beautiful emanations 
rom a given source, they cannot appreciate 
their exalted origin. Early education has 
exerted a potent influence over their minds, 
and they are chained by the prejudices 
thereof, to a point of vision from whence 
they can only look upon the dark and unin- 
viting side. 

These remarks are applicable to a great 
number of individuals whose countenances 
always assume a sombre aspect whenever 
they hear a word in’ favour of the drama. 
Human nature from the highest to the 
| lowest grale thereof is to be fouud there 
vividly mirrored, Virtue is shewn to be 
preferable to its grim opponent, vice, a re 
tributive providence is contiaually recog- 
nized in the lacerations of conscience, the 
untimely end, or the apprehension and 
penal treatment of the perpetrater of wrong. 
Are not these things calculated to do us 
good? Do they not teach us lessons of 
virtue, and are they not eloquent in favour 
of rectitude of conluct ? Certainly then our 
l>gitimate deduction is that objections to the 
drama are not founded in truth, but in ig- 
norance and misapprehension. 

Alas for those who are at enmity against 
dramatic literature; therein are some of 
the most wonderful and magnificent mental 
grandeurs—there piles of the gems of 
thought and imagination are to be found— 
there the face of truth shines under the 
vesture of words, in majesty as peerless as 
it does in any human compositions, Then 
God forbid, that it should ever be cast into 
the fountain of oblivion. 

Objectors to dramatic works shut up pages 
of the rosiest poesy, and refuse to be con- 
ducted to the summit attained by the chil- 
dren of the Sun, who have made the em- 
pyrean ring with undying music. They 
dash away goblets of the richest nectar, and 
refuse to be made ylad by its exhilirating 
and exalting nature. They trample on 
amaranthine flowers, and bruise the fruits 
whose essences are dyed in the colours of 
heaven; and whose odours float over the 
earth and remind us of the breezes of 


Paradise. Would they were wise. 


S.C, 
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AMATEUR THEATRICALS. 








SOHO THEATRE, 


Othello, The Unfinished Gentleman, and 
Bombastes Furiose were played here on 
Wednesday last toa very full audience. 
We so often have to criticise the tragedy of 
Othello, that particularization becomes rather 
irksome ; however, on this occasion, all the 
parts were remarkably well supported, and 
a general word of praise may, without ex- 
ception, be awarded. It is really quite a 
pleasure to notice a performauce that ex- 
hibits proof of such care in the rehearsals, 
&ec., as this one did. The Unfinished Gen- 
tleman was equally well supported, and 
Bombastes Furiose, though not containing 
all the advantages of its predecessors went 
offdecently. Generally speaking, the ladies 
were good, though we think Miss Seymour 
scarcely equal to Desdemona, where there 
is such a good show of talent among the 
gentlemen. We will thank Mr. Crawford 
on a future occasion to allow us the option 
of the stalls, the dress circle tickets are 
usually understood to adwit there if prefer- 
red. 


LONDON MECHANICS’ INSTITUTION. 


The elocution class of this institution 
gave the quarterly entertainment on Wed- 
nesday Jast, April 2Ist, 1852. The enter- 
tainment commenced with J vant deux Fly, 
but the reciter, Mr. Daly, wanted power 
and action to give effect to it. The Scene 
from Macbeth was a gieat deal too long, 
lasting considerably more than half an hour. 
The selection from My Fellow Clerk served 
to display the talent of Miss Hyatt and 
Congreve. After this came an original 
burletta, it consists of the despair of an 
author in not being able to send anything 
to the magazines, in consequence of the 
alteration of the laws of copyright; the 
make up of Mr. E. West and Mr. Congreve, 
one as a Lady and the other as a Printer’s 
Devil were admirable, but were the only 
admirable things about it; for although the 
piece was full of jokes, the other gentlemen 
did not see them, or if they did, they could 
not give them, But the original farce 
which followed went off capital, owing to 
the excellent performance of Miss E. Davies, 


Mr. Daly considerably overdrew his cha- 
racter. The author having been called for 
appeared in the shape of Mr. J. H. Hancock, 
one of the acknowledged wits of the Insti- 
tution. The whole entertainment concluded 
with The Mummy, who was ably represented 
by Mr. E. Davies both as regards make up, 
and figure, and which elicted roars of laugh- 
ter from beginning to end; and if Mr. 
Dutton who played the antiquarian, had 
only let the audience hear what he was say- 
ing instead of keeping it all to himself, if he 
had done this the Mummy would have gone 
off much better, and would not have made 
such a complete mummy of himself. 


ST. JAMES’S THEATRE, 


However anxious the committee may be 
of the Printers’ Pension Society, to raise a 
fund for those who are in need of assistance 
from various causes—these gentlemen re- 
quire a better mode of managing their 
affairs than they have put in practice upon 
the pressent occasion ; we quitetagree as to 
the object they have in view, and are at all 
times ready to lend our feeble aid to assist 
the poor and needy, but those who are con- 
sidered to have the management of the 
buisiness matters should not break faith with 
the public press; we do not wish in the 
least to damage the object of the institution, 
but no doubt our observation will be under- 
stood to that portion of the committee who 
they are intended to apply to; and now as 
to their performance on Saturday last at the 
above theatre, the play chosen, was the 
comedy of Much ado about Nothing; the 
part of Benedick was played by Mr. W. 
Saw ; this amateur is possessed of a good 
voice and seems familiar with the business 
of the stage. His acting in many respects 
we considered feeble and too studied, his 
pauses were too long, the sentences too 
measured, which became monotonous, there 
was not dash and buoyancy enough about it 
to make it appear of an ernest character, 
and we frequently iost the Jast portion of his 
sentences, they being delivered in so low a 
tone on his exits; his conception was good 
and with the alteration we have pointed out 
would'make it a most creditable performance, 
Mr. G. Dawson as Claudio, acted with spi- 
rit and vigour, and his appeal to the Father 
of Hero in the chapel scene, was the best 





J. Hyatt, H. Hancock, but unfortunately 














portion of his acting. He is a little faulty 
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in his elocution but this ought to be over- 
looked in an amateur performance. Mr. 
F. Frailing was gentlemanly in appearance 
and delivered the text with good and clear 
emphasis and never lost a telling point ; Mr. 
H. Bennett as Dogberry was very good, he 
did not over act the part, yet the author 
lost nothing at his hand, no doubt he has 
played the cheracter before and it is only 
by such means amateurs can make their 
acting amusing. The best read character 
was that of the Friar, by Mr. Hurst, it was 
cleverly and sensibly acted; Miss A. Ells- 
worthy as Beatrice, looked the character 
charmingly, her acting in many respects 
was lady-like, but it lacked vivacity and 
levity, a little more spirit would have heigh- 
tened her performance mueh, nevertheless 
it was highly creditable. Miss E. Fiest’s 
name appeared in the bill as Hero, but this 
young lady was taken unwell, and Miss 
Horton undertook the part at a short notice, 
and who played it with both skill and judge- 
ment, she looked the fine gentle virtuous 
Hero to the life, her elocutionis correct, 
and the scene in the garden where Beatrice 
listens in the arbour to the conversation Of 
her and Ursual, was given with much point. 
We notice this young lady always dresses 
the character most appropriately, there is 
evidently much study about her acting, and 
she is improving fast. The play as a whole 
was very nicely done, Mr. George Chapman 
delivered an appropriate address, which was 
listened to with attention. Herr Deulin 
and Madlle. Theadore danced the Pas sty- 
rian beautifully and got an encore, also 
Miss J. Weston, Mr. T. Britton and Miss 
Sidney, lent their aid upon the occasion, 
we did not stop the afterpiece, being very 
late. 
To the Editor of the Theatrieal Journal, 
NATIONAL CIRCUS HANLEY. 

Sir,—Knowing you insert Provincial 
theatrical and equestrian news, I beg leave 
to forward you the following :—I received 
a very handsome present from the Mayor of 
Gloucester, a Gold Locket, bearing the 
inscription, ‘* Presented to Miss Emily Jane 
Wells, by C. Clutterbuck, Esq., Mayor of 
Gloucester, April 22nd, 1852,” accompa- 
nied by a letter, the following is a copy. 

Yours, respectfully, 


SMILY JANE WELLS. 














———=—=————___= —Ssa 





[copy. | 

“The Mayor of Gloucester presents his 
compliments to Miss Emily Jane Wells, and 
begs her acceptance of the accompanying 
gold locket, which he sends her as a small 
reward for her graceful and arduous Eques- 
trian performance at the National Circus 
on the night of the benefit for the Mag- 
dalen Asylum; at the same time he hopes, 
that in her present as well as future career, 
every blessing may attend her. 

“* Monday Evening, 
“61, Barton Street, Gloucester. 


|To the Editor of the Theatrical Jonrnal, 


Sir.—Again I am compelled to enter the 
lists in defence of the stage; as I find by 
referring to a number of the journal for the 
10th of March, 1852, that a gentleman, and 
I should say not a contemptable opponent 
either, has picked up the gauntlet which I 
had thrown in its defence, and is ready to 
run a tilt with me upon that subject. 

The gentleman who signs himself‘ 8.” 
says “‘ Thespis writes in favour of the stage. 
This is an easy matter, when there is no 
personal opponent” &c. He then goes on 
to say “ But how will Thespis answer me 
the following questions which were put to 
me the other day ?” 

First.—If the stage is conducive to mo- 
rality, how is it that houses ofa disreputable 
character spring up so fast in its locality ? 
But he must not blame the stage for these 
places, because in several towns in which 
the saints have utterly anih ilated the 
theatre, banished every species of dramatic 
entertainment from their utmost confines, 
and even turned them into chapels and 
school rooms; these houses have fllourished 
more than ever, so that I think I can safely 
deny the stage to be the hot-bed which 
nourishes so many plants of that sort, and 
we must bear in mind that none of us are 


imaculate, also this short sentence. 
** Humanun est erare.” 


And in the second place he says—* If 
vice was severely chastised on the stage, 
would the vicious pay their hard earnings 
in order to obtain admittance within its 
walls. I shall endeavour to answer this 
question in a very few words ; your corre- 
spondent will no doubt allow that the stage 
has a great fascination of all classes, from 
the peer to the peasant; and evil disposed 
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persons go in order that they may gain 
some lucre, they go because they are certain 
amongst so large an assemblage to reap a 
rich harvest, and those frail deughter of 
Eve to whom he alludes, go as they are 
sure to find amongst so large a concourse 
some market for their charms. 

I willingly admit that many evil persons 
frequent the theatre, but where do they not 
frequent? I have seen them in churches, 
chapels. meetings, &c. My limits however 
prevents my answering the other three 
questions now, but I shall endeavour to do 
so in a future number. 

I remain &c., 
THEsris. 


PROVINCIALS. 


MANCHESTER.—THEATRE RoyaL.—On Fri- 
day evening Miss Helen Faucit appeared as 
Rosalind, in Shaketpeare’s play of As you Like 
It; which character she played in a most char- 
ming manner, Miss Rosa Bennett and Mrs. 
Bickerstaff were very good as Celia and Phebe ; 
Mr. and Mrs. Wood kept the house in titters by 
their droll personations of the motley Touchstone 
and Audrey ; Messrs. G. J. Vining, Swinbourne, 
James Brown, and W. H. Stephens, gave consi- 
derable effect to the parts allotted to them 
The house was well attended. 


Free Trave Harr.—On Monday last, Mr, 
Me‘Collum took his benefit, on which occasion 
this immense arena was crowded in every part. 


OUR LITTLE CHATTER BOX 


A five-act tragedy, entitled The Warden of 
Galway, written by the Rev, Edward Groves, 
of Dublin, and played with immense success 
for a great number of nights at the Theatre 
Royal in that city some years since, under the 
management of Mr. Calcraft, is about being 
represented for the first time in London, at the 
Olympic Theatre. The story of the tragedy is 
drawn from an event of intense interest con- 
nected with the early history of the town of 
Galway. 

MARyLeponr—Mr. Anderson, the tragedian, 
commenced an engagement at this theatre on 














Monday, the 26th ult., in the character of, 


Hamlet. : 

RicnhmMonn.—The theatre in this town will be 
opened on Monday week, for a few nights, by 
Mr. Harris and some of the Sadler's Wells 
company. 

Mr. Puevps makes a tour through the prin- 
cipal provincial theatres. He commenced a 
short engagement in Edinburgh on Monday, 


Miss Giyx.—The management of Surrey 
Theatre have secured the services of this popu- 
lar tragedienne, who will shortly make her first 
appearance on the transpontine stage. 


Mars. Fitzwist1am has been labouring under 
severe indisposition, and unable to attend to 
her professional avocations, 

Mr. Batty will open his Hippodrome at 
Kensington on Whit-Monday. 


THE Royvat Surrey Zoo.ocicat GARDENS 
will be opened on the 17th of this mouth. 
The first flower show will take place on the 20th. 


Mr. Howarp Payne, the autlor of Brutus 
and Clari; or, The Maid of Milan, died re- 
cently on the Continent. 

M. JuLiieN.—This celebrated conductor pur- 
poses paying a visit to the United States at the 
fall of the year. 


Mr. CHARLES Dickens and his colleagues 
being about to perform in behalf of the new 
Guild of Literature, in the Town Hall, at Bir- 
mingham, application was made on Saturday to 
the magistrates for a special licence. This was 
opposed on behalf of Mr. Simpson, the lessee, 
and the proprietors of the Theatre Royal; but, 
after a two hours’ hearing the magistrates unani- 
mously agreed to grant the licence. 


THe Stars in AMERICA are doing very 
queerly. Mrs. Warner’s engagements have been 
failures, Miss Laura Addison has entered into 
the bosom of a quiet family. Mr. G. V. Brooke 
has not been successful, Miss Cushman, Mdm- 
Celeste, and Mrs, Sinclair are the only ladies 
that are attractive, excepting the musical stars, 
who are also doing well. Mrs. Barrow is 
acting at Baltimore, and opens at New York 
with Corbyn, who has succeeded Brougham in 
the Lyceum ; the performances are strictly con- 
fined to pieces a la Vestris, Mr. G. K. Dick- 
inson and Miss Davenport are drawing good 
houses at the Theatre, Boston. 

WE see that a new work is announced for 
publication by Lofts, of the Strand, with the 
attractive title of ‘The surprising Adventures 
of Peter Practical, ashore and afloat.” The 
auther, an actor of whom we have often had 
occasion to speak in terms of highest praise, is 
Mr, Campbell, so many years at Sadler’s Wells, 
and during twelve years manager of the Grecian 
Saloon. His talent, as an author, is already ap- 
preciated by the public, and from what we 
have heard of the ‘* Escapes and Vicissitudes of 
Peter Practical,” the present publication will 
mateiially add to his reputation as a popular 
writer, 


Tune Pine AppcLe TAVERN in Portman Mar- 
ket continues to be the resort of all the gay 
wits and theatrical professors and amateurs of 
Marylebone, under the careful direction of.,our 





and from thence proceed to Dublin. _ 








old friend Mr. Morgan, 
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Singin | 
Tue City oF Lonpon will close for the pre- 


sent seasou almost immediately, The summer 
season will, we hear, be as usual under the direc- 
tion of Mr, E. F, Saville, who will, it is said, 
be assisted by a most powerful company and 
very considesable nevelty. 

ADVERTISEMENTS. 











CRYSTAL PALACE, 
N consequence of many thousands of persons 
in the United Kingdom having been unable 
to obtain a copy of the 
GREAT EXHIBITION CHART, 
Printed in Colours, and Presented by the Pro- 
prietors of the Weekty Dispatcn, to their 
Subscribers and the Public in the months of 
January and February last, 
A RE ISSUE 
has been determined upon, to take place on 
SUNDAY, the 16th of MAY. 

The Chart, which has undergone a careful 
revision, shows by simple diagrams the number 
of persons that visited the Exhibition daily, the 
amount of money taken at the various entrances, 
the quantities of refreshments consumed ; the 
name of the Royal Commissioners; an account 
of the origin of the Palace, and its dimensions 
in feet. 

I order that every individual in the’ country 
may possess this statistical reflex of curious and 
interesting results, to mark the demolition of 
building, and to serve as a memento of its ex- 
istence, the Chart will be delivered 

GRATIS 
to every Subscriber and Purchaser of the Dis- 
PATCH on the day stated. 

*.*The Dispaten is published at 4 o’clock 
every Saturday morning, in time for the First 
Railway Trains leaving London, and for the 
Morning Mails. 

Early orders should be given to any News- 
vendor, in Town and Country ; or to Mr. R. J. 
Woon, No. 139, Fleet-street. 

N. B.—The News Agents will have a Copy of 
the Chart with every Dispatcn of May 16th, 





SOHO THEATRE, (late Miss Kelly’s) 73, 
Dean Street, Soho. The above elegant Theatre 
(which has been splendidly decorated and will 
contain 700 persons) to let, nightly or weekly, 
for public or private performances, concerts, 
lectures, private rehearsals, &c. Charge for 
concert (including gas) £5. Mr. Gilbert pre- 
pares pupils for the stage, comprising instruc- 
tion in the grammar of the stage, elocution, the 
use of the foils and broad sword, the art of 
method of procuring an engagement, and all 
“making up” the face for character, the 
cheapest mode of preparing a wardrobe, with 





URNAL, 





information necessary to prevent the tyro from 
being subject to the usual annoyances and 
impositions. Instruction given in the stage 
business of a single character, Benefits got up 
for Philanthropic and other Societies at very 
reduced charges and a company found if 
required. The office is open every evering 
where casts of pieces'"may be seen and every 
information given by CHARLEs G, GILBERT. 








ISTORICAL AND INSTRUCTIVE AD- 
DITION. — Magnificent Gronp of the 
Queens of Henry VIII., the most touching 
subject in British History, showing the splen- 
did jewellery and costumes of the period; also 
the great Russian Giant, Loushkin, 8 feet 5 high. 
“This is one of the best sights in the metro- 
polis.’’—The Times. Madame TUSSAUD and 
SON’S EXHIBITION, Bazaar, Baker Street, 
Portman Square. Open from Eleven till Ten. 
Admission. 1s. ; Napoleon’s Room and Chamber 
of Horrors, 6d. 


CASINO DE VENISE, 218, Higu Hotsorn. 
This most Commodious, Elegant, and comfortably 
appointed Ball Room is Open every Evening. 
Mr. W. M. Packer’s celebrated Band, com- 
prising the following distinguished professors, 
viz. :—Messrs. Zerbini, E. C Frewin, T. Field, 
Chinery, T. E, Thompson, C. Marriott, W..H. 
Barrett, John Cruft, W. Griffiths, George 
Taylor, Chapman, R. Kimber, Jones, W, White, 
F. Berrington, R. S. Rockstro, Whitehead, 
Joseph Tyler, James Tyler, Luke Berrington, 
E, B. Erlam, J. Thomas, Chas, Thomas, Josh, 
Thompson, &c. &c., will perform all the new 
and favourite Dance Music, by every composer 
(native and foreign) of repute; including those 
of Labitzky, Bosisio, Coote, Tinney, D’Albert, 
Jullien, J. B. Zerbini, H. Oakey, T. Browne, E. 
C. Frewen, T. Baker, Montgomery, W. Guernsey, 
Pilodo, Wallerstein, J.M. Jolly, Kenig, Marschan, 
Ernesto, &c. &c.; commencing each evening 
with a GRAND OVERTURE by one of the 
following composers :—Rossini, Weber, Auber, 
Balfe, &c. Musical director and conductor— 
Mr. W. M. Packer. Master’s of the ceremonies 
—Messrs. Giovannelli, Wood, and Henry Mott. 
The picture galleries, divan and balconies, 
command a complete view of the ball-room. 
Doors open at half-past Seven and close at 
Twelve. Admission ls. 








SUBSCRIPTIONS. 
Three Months ......ss+00 eee serene One Shilling 
Six Months ........s008 seseeeeeeee TWO Shillings. 
Twelve MOonths.....+.0+seeees see eee Four Shillings. 


Published every Wednesday Afternoon at 4 o’clock for 
the Proprietor, by 8. Y. Collins, 113, Fleet-street, to be had 
of Vickers, Holywell-street; J. Allen, Warwick-lane ; 
Harris, Blackfriars-road ; Scales, 195, Shcreditch; and all 
Booksellers and Newsvendors. 


Manchester, J. Heywood, 170, Deansgate: Birm‘ngham, 
W. Pratt, 82, Digbeih; J. E. Forsyth, 24, Scotland Place, 





absolute practice of acting on the stage; the 





Liverpool. To be had by order :n anv of the Provincial 
Towns, 
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